Annual conference

Active citizens=active democracy?
Andy Thornton – Citizenship Foundation
· Citizenship education can help provide individuals with the attributes of effective citizens, but only a third of the schools are doing this well.

· One of the key questions is the relationship between civil and civic society.

· Civil is about care and needs; civic is about rights and responsibilities.

· Individuals have a range of needs. In most cultures it is family and kin that provide the care needed by individuals. As an adult the individual is then expected to give back.

· If no one cares for an individual, he/she has rights and these are met by the state. In exchange, people are invited to take responsibilities.

· An individual is born a citizen and given the rights associated to this status.

· People participate in a range of activities on the civic and civil axis (see slide 7).
· Involvement in single issue groups is viewed as more exciting and easier than every-day governance. It is more about life styles.
· Dom Helder Camara’s quote (slide 8) show closely voluntary and community organisations and politics come together.

· There is no great correlation between what people want the world to be like and how they give to charity (slide 10). Charities are more about care and needs.
· Representative, participative and deliberative democracy are all important. 

· Deliberative democracy is about the quality of the discussion. The voluntary and community sector has an important role to play in setting the moral tone. It is about quality not just involvement.

· It is nearly all about vision. Political vision needs to be combined with social vision. Barack Obama delivers that.

Sue Anderson - Birmingham City Council

· Councillors are active citizens involved to male a difference.
· Mutual respect is vital between partners. There is now more trust between local government and the third sector.
· There are many local examples in Birmingham were real change has happened.

· There are some real success stories in local communities especially amongst residents’ associations.

· The outcomes of some regeneration partnerships have been particularly encouraging.

· Many people involved in their communities want to stay independent. Many activists do not want to become councillors.

· Third sector assembly in Birmingham is thriving and is able to influence both practice and policy.

· There is a strong relationship between the City Council and the third sector, which has developed over the years.

· The City Council has been able to support activists by providing them with training.

Discussion

· Context is very important. Not all local authorities are as dynamic and willing to engage as Birmingham City Council.

· In some areas participation is rewarded and recognised. In others that isn’t the case. Timebanks might be a way of addressing that.

· There needs to be a greater sense of political literacy.
· What happens if nobody ‘nags’ – what happens in areas where there aren’t many or any participation ‘heroes’?

· One way of engaging with more people is to talk about well-being.
· There is a lack of joined-up thinking within local authorities – different services don’t seem to be communicating.

