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The The ‘‘ three Ssthree Ss ’’ of sustainable fundingof sustainable funding

� Stable – a diverse mix of funding sources

� Suitable – appropriate for the organisation                                

� Sufficient – costs are understood and covered

Challenging environment



• 54% of adults donate in an 
average month, down from 
56%

• The median monthly 
donation is £10 per month

• Cash is still the most 
popular method for giving

• Individuals donated £9.9 
billion to charity, down 
11%
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SectorSector ’’s incomes income

Source:  NCVO Civil 
Society Almanac 
2009

“Earned”
income

£17 bn

“Voluntary”
income

£13.6 bn



Contracts and grantsContracts and grants

• agreement to provide good or service for payment

• legal obligations and recovery of losses

• payment usually after delivery

• VAT usually applies

• money to undertake beneficial activity

• not usually legal obligations to deliver

• payment may be in advance

• no VAT

Grant

Contract



How loans can help?How loans can help?

• Managing cash flow and income cycles

• Kick-starting new ventures or projects

• Organisation growth and development

• Purchasing equipment

• Purchasing assets



Funding Central Funding Central 

� Launched in June 2009 
� Managed by NCVO, funded by the OTS
� Free website for the whole voluntary and

voluntary sector, including  social enterprise
� Access to thousands of funding and finance

opportunities: grants, contracts & loan finance   
� Wealth of tools and resources supporting

organisations to develop sustainable income
strategies appropriate to their needs

www.fundingcentral.org.uk



Funding CentralFunding Central

� Free and easy to register
� Complex searching made simple – guided

and advanced search options
� Save searches to your online profile
� Weekly tailored e-funding alerts, deadlines,

news, events and support
� Find a Partner & Funder Zone
� Opportunity to promote your funding

programmes/case studies

www.fundingcentral.org.uk









Products and marketsProducts and markets
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