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What can the EU do for you? 

Unlocking Effective EU resources

Key Notes from q&a discussion
Transforming the funding environment for better access to EU funds:

· Opportunity to use volunteer time as match funding as is already the case in Wales, this would enable organisations to access existing ESF/ERDF funds 

· Smaller contracts and potentially an expanded Community Grants programme to ensure smaller organisations can access funds in an easy format

· Less bureaucratic accounting procedures- simpler processes to apply and report on EU funding

· Technical Assistance funds- encourage take-up to ensure that training and support is provided for all types civil society organisations to access ESF/ERDF funds in areas across the country. 
· Innovative approach to funds- work in partnership to identify how social investment funds will be made available through intermediaries in coming year
· Opportunity to increase transnational exchanges- European funds provide a unique opportunity for UK civil society to share best practice and deliver projects in partnership across Europe, including inter-cultural organisations

· More local level engagement- opportunity to connect funds more directly to local level experimentation, linking to local authority match funding
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